
HARNESSING THE POWER 
OF POETRY IN ELT 

Daniel Xerri 
University of Malta 



POETRY’S ADVANTAGES 



POETRY EVERYWHERE 



POETRY EVERYWHERE 

I AM 

the shape of  plenty 
the size of  passion 
the power of  numbers 
the future of  fashion 
A beautifully audacious 
curvaceous form 
I am the average woman 
I am the norm 



RECITING POETRY 



SPEECH GYM IN ROLE 

Be Glad Your Nose is on Your Face – Jack Prelutsky 

Happy Be glad your nose is on your face,  
Angry not pasted on some other place,  
Preachy for if it were where it is not  
Nervous you might dislike your nose a lot.  

Sad Imagine if your precious nose  
Disgusted were sandwiched in between your toes,  
Thoughtful that clearly would not be a treat,  
Scared for you’d be forced to smell your feet.  



SPLIT POEM 

Column A Column B 

turning weak days my Sundays 
with love like Wednesdays, 
You have taken away into Fridays, 
turned Mondays Saturdays in exchange, 
made Thursdays you have arranged, 
and given me that does not change. 
My Tuesdays seem into strong days 
all this rich and strange. 



ON THE BACKSTEP OF EVENING 
JIM GREENHALF 

You have taken away my Sundays 

and given me Saturdays in exchange, 

turned Mondays into Fridays, 

made Thursdays rich and strange. 

My Tuesdays seem like Wednesdays, 

all this you have arranged, 

turning weak days into strong days 

with love that does not change. 



JUMBLED POEM 

Dreams – Langston Hughes 

That cannot fly. 
Life is a broken-winged bird 
For if dreams die 
Hold fast to dreams 1 

For when dreams go 
Hold fast to dreams 
Frozen with snow. 
Life is a barren field 



DREAMS – LANGSTON HUGHES 

Hold fast to dreams 
For if dreams die 
Life is a broken-winged bird 
That cannot fly. 

Hold fast to dreams 
For when dreams go 
Life is a barren field 
Frozen with snow. 



 Now write your own four-line stanza. Make sure 
to use the words ‘dreams’ and ‘life’. 



MIMING THE POEM (CHILD’S NIGHTMARE – ALAN MALEY) 

One is the bogey who knocks on the door. 

Two are the children who hide on the floor. 

Three are the shutters that bang in the night. 

Four are the pillows that hide me from sight. 

Five are the fingers that grip on my arm. 

Six are the prayers I say against harm. 

Seven are the footsteps that thud in the hall. 

Eight are the heartbeats I hear as I fall. 

Nine are the hot tears that gush from my eye. 

Ten is my number. I know I must die. 



VISUALS 

 Magazine editorial board 

  Illustrating a poem 



CREATIVE ADAPTATION 

 Enabling students to 
collaborate in the creation 
of multimodal poems. 



LOOKS LIKE…SOUNDS LIKE… 

Cinders – Roger McGough Storyboard 

After the pantomime, carrying you back to the car 
On the coldest night of the year 
My coat, black leather, cracking in the wind. 

Through the darkness we are guided by a star 
It is the one the Good Fairy gave you 
You clutch it tightly, your magic wand.   

Man holding 
young 
daughter in 
his arms. She 
is holding a 
wand in her 
hand. Close-
up of him 
shielding her 
from the cold.  



CINDERS – ROGER MCGOUGH 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wr1KNlMvn-w 



LIST TYPE POEMS 

 A is for apples that I crunch in my mouth 
 B is for……………………………………………… 
 C is for……………………………………………… 
 Etc.  



STEM/FRAME POEMS 

  I love……………….because……………….. 
  I love……………….because……………….. 
  I love……………….because……………….. 
 But I hate…………………..because………………… 



METAPHOR GENERATORS 

 You are… 



You are creamy garlic cheese 

Wind as it rushes in the trees. 

You are an untidy desk with paper spilling on the floor 
A friendly train, old and dirty 

Boots in a shade of green, torn at the edges. 

You’re a door that needs oiling 

In a musty shade of blue. 

You are home-baked bread 
A long haired monkey swinging in the trees 

An October morning when grass is crisp. 
(Harmer, 2004) 

TO PHILIP – TANYA (AGED 9) 



SHARED WRITING 

 Writing with students 
 Teacher acts as a scribe 
 Writing process becomes concrete and visible 
 Model: Imitation – Innovation – Invention 



GROUP REFORMULATION 

 New speaker 
 New subject 
 New relationship 
 New theme 
 Same structure 
 Same functions 



CHOOSING A POEM 

Language 

• Appropriate 
• Effective 

Content 

• Comprehensible 
• Relevant 

Impact 

• Motivating 
• Enriching 
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